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FOREWORD 


Jennifer Golub and Renae Cohen’s What Do Americans Know About the 
Holocaust ? is the eleventh in a series of Working Papers on Contemporary 
Anti-Semitism published by the American Jewish Committee. 

The Working Papers series seeks to enrich our understanding of 
contemporary anti-Semitism by inventorying current knowledge, provid¬ 
ing analytical perspectives, and suggesting avenues for further research. 
Among the issues that call for analysis are the following: Is contemporary 
anti-Semitism a direct continuation of the Jew-hatred of the past, or is it in 
some sense a new phenomenon? Has the Holocaust finally delegitimated 
anti-Semitism, or has it merely driven it underground? What are the images 
of Jews that currently circulate in society? Are there population subgroups 
that are especially susceptible to anti-Semitism? How has the reality of the 
State of Israel affected expressions of anti-Semitism? 

Golub and Cohen report the results of a major survey — the first ever 
to explore systematically the degree of knowledge that Americans have 
about the Holocaust as well as the ways in which Americans view the 
Holocaust’s lessons and implications. The survey findings, the authors 
make clear, underscore the “serious knowledge gap that exists for both 
adults and youth in the United States with regard to basic information about 
the Holocaust.” At the same time, however, Golub and Cohen indicate that 
a “majority of Americans, both younger and older, recognize the importance 
of knowing about the Holocaust.” Providing such knowledge is clearly an 
urgent desideratum, since, as Golub and Cohen point out, a “significant 
minority of Americans, both adults and youth, are open to the possibility 
that the Holocaust never happened.” 


David Singer, Director 
Department of Research and Publications 


WHAT DO AMERICANS KNOW 
ABOUT THE HOLOCAUST? 


The American Jewish Committee’s Holocaust survey is the first ever to 
explore systematically both the degree of knowledge that Americans have 
about the Holocaust and the ways in which Americans view the Holocaust’s 
lessons and implications. The survey was conducted for the American 
Jewish Committee by the Roper Organization and consists of two parts: an 
adult survey and a youth survey, both employing the same questionnaire. 

In conducting the adult survey, the Roper Organization interviewed 
992 respondents in their homes during November 14-21, 1992. Those 
interviewed constitute a representative national sample of men and women, 
18 years of age and older. The findings can be reported for the sample as a 
whole, as well as by (among others) sex, age, education, income, race, 
political orientation, and religion. The estimated sampling error for the total 
adult sample is +/- four percentage points, at the 95-percent confidence level. 

In conducting the youth survey, the Roper Organization interviewed 
506 high-school students in the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grades. The 
interviews took place in the respondents’ homes during October 19-30, 
1992. Those interviewed constitute a representative national sample of 
American high-school students in the three grades. The findings can be 
reported for the sample as a whole, as well as by (among others) sex, race, 
grade, educational plans, socioeconomic status, and religion. The estimated 
sampling error for the total youth sample is +/- five percentage points, 

Key Findings 

Among the key findings of the survey are the following: 

1. Ignorance of the Holocaust is rampant among a significant portion 
of the American population. Thus, for each of four questions measuring 
basic knowledge of the Holocaust, from over one-third to just under two- 
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thirds of adult Americans and a majority of American high-school students 
fai 1 to answer correctly. For example, to the open-ended question “What does 
the term ‘the Holocaust’ refer to?” 38 percent of adults and 53 percent of 
high-school students respond either “don’t know” (adults, 28 percent; 
students, 39 percent) or offer a completely incorrect answer (adults, 10 
percent; students, 14 percent). In the framework of multiple-choice ques¬ 
tions, 65 percent of adults and 71 percent of high-school students fail to 
recognize “6 million” as the approximate number of Jews killed in the 
Holocaust; 59 percent of adults and 59 percent of high-school students fail 
to select “yellow star” as the symbol that Jews were forced to wear during the 
Second World War; and 38 percent of adults and 51 percent of high-school 
students fail to identify Auschwitz, Dachau, and Treblinka as “concentration 
camps.” 

2. Education and not age is the key variable associated with greater 
knowledge of the Holocaust. Thus, adult Americans 60 years of age and 
older, who lived through the events of the Second World War, are no more 
likely, overall, than other adult Americans to possess knowledge of the 
Holocaust. For example, 33 percent of those aged 60 years and older as 
against 42 percent of those aged 45-59 years, 38 percent of those aged 30- 
44 years, and 29 percent of those aged 18-29 years cite “6 million” as the 
approximate number of Jews killed in the Holocaust. Or again, 43 percent of 
those aged 60 years and older as against 49 percent of those aged 45-5 9 years, 
42 percent of those aged 30-44 years, and 34 percent of those aged 18-29 
years select “yellow star” as the symbol that Jews were forced to wear during 
the Second World War. 

The best-informed group of adult Americans in terms of knowledge of 
the Holocaust is college graduates. Thus, 79 percent of college graduates as 
against 61 percent of total adults are able to indicate with at least some degree 
of accuracy what is meant by the term “the Holocaust.” Or again, 62 percent 
of college graduates as against 42 percent of total adults select “yellow star” 
as the symbol that Jews were forced to wear during the Second World War. 

Similarly, high-school students who see themselves as college-bound 
tend to know more about the Holocaust than do high-school students who do 
not see themselves as college-bound. For example, 52 percent of the college- 
bound as against 39 percent of the non-college-bound indicate with at least 
some accuracy what is meant by the term “the Holocaust.” Or again, 32 
percent of the college-bound as against 20 percent of the non-college-bound 
cite “6 million” as the approximate number of Jews killed in the Holocaust. 
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3. Sizable minorities of Americans, both adults and high-school 
students, are open to the idea that the Holocaust did not happen. Thus, in 
response to the question “Does it seem possible or does it seem impossible 
to you that the Nazi extermination of the Jews never happened?” 22 percent 
of adults choose “it seems possible,” 65 percent “it seems impossible,” and 
12 percent “don’t know”; the comparable figures for high-school students 
are 20 percent, 63 percent, and 17 percent. Interestingly, the response “it 
seems possible” cuts across the various subgroups of adult Americans, and 
is not differentiated by education, age, or a number of other relevant 
background characteristics. On the other hand, for adults the response “it 
seems impossible” is associated with increased education. 

4. A majority of adult Americans (63 percent) as well as high-school 
students (54 percent) reject the view that “the Holocaust is not relevant today 
because it happened almost 50 years ago.” Moreover, majorities of adults 
and high-school students maintain that it is “essential” (adults, 33 percent; 
students, 26 percent) or “very important” (adults, 39 percent; students, 38 
percent) for “all Americans to know about and understand the Holocaust.” 
Finally, a majority of adults and a majority of high-school students agree that 
“the Holocaust makes clear the need for the State of Israel as a place of refuge 
for Jews in times of persecution” (adults: “strongly agree,” 28 percent; 
“mostly agree,” 32 percent; students: “strongly agree,” 23 percent; “mostly 
agree,” 30 percent). 


The Data 

Knowledge About the Holocaust 
Adults 

When asked in an open-ended format “As far as you know, what does 
the term ‘the Holocaust’ refer to?” 24 percent of adult Americans mention 
the murder/extermination/persecution/treatment of Jews by Hitler/Nazis/ 
Germans; 30 percent mention the murder/extermination/persecution of Jews 
without tying these to Nazism or Germany; 7 percent give other relevant 
responses, including concentration camps, German death camps, Hitler, 
Nazis, Germans, World War II, or the 1940s; 10 percent offer incorrect 
responses, including death, murder, slaughter, destruction, disaster, trag¬ 
edy, war, nuclear war, or other answers; and 28 percent indicate “don’t 
know.” 
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Adults show varying degrees of knowledge on a number of multiple- 
choice questions asking about aspects of the Holocaust, with 35-62 percent 
giving correct answers. When asked “From what you know or have heard, 
what were Auschwitz, Dachau, and Treblinka?” 62 percent answer “concen¬ 
tration camps” and 3 8 percent either say “don’t know” or answer incorrectly. 
When asked what symbol Jews were forced to wear on their clothes during 
the Second World War, 42 percent answer “a yellow star,” and 59 percent 
either say “don’t know” or answer incorrectly. And when asked “Approxi¬ 
mately how many Jews were killed in the Holocaust?” 35 percent answer “6 
million,” and 65 percent either say “don’t know” or answer incorrectly. 

When asked “From which of these sources, if any, have you learned 
about the Holocaust?” adult respondents most often say “television” (50 
percent), followed by “books” (42 percent), “school” (37 percent), “news¬ 
paper and magazine articles” (31 percent), “the movies” (24 percent), 
“people I know” (20 percent), “churches/synagogues” (10 percent), and 
“other” (5 percent). Six percent say “This is the first I’ve heard of the 
Holocaust,” and 5 percent answer “don’t know.” 

High-School Students 

When asked “As far as you know, what does the term ‘the Holocaust’ 
refer to?” 17 percent of high-school students mention the murder/extermina¬ 
tion/persecution/treatment of Jews by Hitler/Nazis/Germans; 23 percent 
mention the murder/extermination/persecution of Jews without tying these 
to Nazism or Germany; 8 percent give other relevant responses, including 
concentration camps, German death camps, Hitler, Nazis, Germans, World 
War II, or the 1940s; 14 percent offer incorrect responses, including death, 
murder, slaughter, destruction, disaster, tragedy, war, nuclear war, or other 
answers; and 39 percent indicate “don’t know.” 

High-school students show varying degrees of knowledge on a number 
of multiple-choice questions asking about aspects of the Holocaust, with 28- 
48 percent giving correct answers. When asked “From what you know or 
have heard, what were Auschwitz, Dachau, and Treblinka?” 48 percent 
answer “concentration camps” and 51 percent either say “don’t know” or 
answer incorrectly. When asked what symbol Jews were forced to wear on 
their clothes during the Second World War, 42 percent answer “a yellow 
star,” and 59 percent either say “don’t know” or answer incorrectly. And 
when asked “Approximately how many Jews were killed in the Holocaust?” 
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28 percent answer “6 million,” and 71 percent either say “don’t know” or 
answer incorrectly. 

When asked “From which of these sources, if any, have you learned 
about the Holocaust?” high-school students most often say “school” (59 
percent), followed by “television” (33 percent), “books” (33 percent), “the 
movies” (16 percent), “newspaper and magazine articles” (13 percent), 
“people I know” (13 percent), “churches/synagogues” (5 percent), and 
“other” (7 percent). Ten percent say “This is the first I’ve heard of the 
Holocaust,” and 8 percent answer “don’t know.” 

Knowledge About the Second World War 

To contextualize knowledge about the Holocaust, a number of items 
were included in the questionnaire asking about basic aspects of the Second 
World War. These questions yielded much higher percentages of correct 
answers than questions focusing specifically on the Holocaust. 

Adults 

When asked “Who was the leader of Nazi Germany?” 87 percent of 
adult Americans answer “Adolf Hitler” and 13 percent either say “don’t 
know” or answer incorrectly. When asked “In which country did the Nazis 
first come to power?” 78 percent answer “Germany” and 22 percent either 
say “don’t know” or answer incorrectly. 

An additional item tapped knowledge about other groups persecuted 
by the Nazis. When asked “In addition to the Jews, which of the following 
groups, if any, were persecuted by the Nazis?” 50 percent of adults answer 
“Poles,” 26 percent “Gypsies,” and 25 percent “homosexuals”; 10 percent 
give other responses; 7 percent mention “Aryans”; and 30 percent state 
“don’t know.” 

High-School Students 

When asked “Who was the leader of Nazi Germany?” 83 percent 
answer “Adolf Hitler” and 17 percent either say “don’t know” or answer 
incorrectly. When asked “In which country did the Nazis first come to 
power?” 76 percent answer “Germany” and 23 percent either say “don’t 
know” or answer incorrectly. 
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When asked “In addition to the Jews, which of the following groups, 
if any, were persecuted by the Nazis?” 31 percent answer “Poles,” 20 percent 
“Gypsies,” and 20 percent “homosexuals”; 7 percent give other responses; 
8 percent mention “Aryans”; and 41 percent state “don’t know.” 

Implications and Lessons of the Holocaust 

Adults 

Sixty percent of adult Americans agree either strongly (28 percent) or 
mostly (32 percent) with the statement “The Holocaust makes clear the need 
for the State of Israel as a place of refuge for Jews in times of persecution,” 
while 13 percent disagree either strongly (5 percent) or mostly (8 percent), 
and 27 percent don’t know. Sixty-three percent disagree either strongly (46 
percent) or mostly (17 percent) with the statement “The Holocaust is not 
relevant today because it happened almost 50 years ago,” while 21 percent 
agree either strongly (8 percent) or mostly (13 percent), and 15 percent don’t 
know. When asked “How important is it for all Americans to know about and 
understand the Holocaust?” 72 percent say that it is either “essential” (33 
percent) or “very important” (39 percent), while 13 percent say “only 
somewhat important,” 2 percent “not important,” and 13 percent “don’t 
know.” 

The respondents were given a list of five statements and asked “[Do] 
you think it is a lesson to be learned from the Holocaust or not?” Eighty-three 
percent of adults consider it to be a lesson that “firm steps need to be taken 
to protect the rights of minorities” while 6 percent do not and 11 percent don’t 
know. Eighty-four percent consider it to be a lesson that “people must speak 
out against oppression so that another Holocaust will not happen” while 4 
percent do not and 12 percent don’t know. Eighty-five percent consider it to 
be a lesson that “it is important to stand by what you think is right instead of 
goingalong with everybody else” while4 percent do notand 11 percentdon’t 
know. Twenty-one percent consider it to be a lesson that “there is no hope 
for the human race” while 67 percent do not and 13 percent don’t know. 
Finally, 29 percent consider it to be a lesson that “in relations between 
peoples and countries, what counts is power and not morality” while 55 
percent do not consider it to be a lesson and 16 percent don’t know. 

While a plurality of adults (43 percent) consider it “not very likely” that 
“the Jewish people could be subject to another Holocaust somewhere in the 
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world in coming years,” 41 percent say that it is either “somewhat likely” (28 
percent) or “very likely” (13 percent); 17 percent don’t know. 

High-School Students 

Fifty-three percent of high-school students agree either strongly (23 
percent) or mostly (30 percent) with the statement “The Holocaust makes 
clear the need for the State of Israel as a place of refuge for Jews in times of 
persecution,” while 14 percent disagree either strongly (5 percent) or mostly 
(9 percent) and 33 percent don’t know. Fifty-four percent disagree either 
strongly (35 percent) or mostly (19 percent) with the statement “The 
Holocaust is not relevant today because it happened almost 50 years ago,” 
while 26 percent agree either strongly (8 percent) or mostly (18 percent) and 

20 percent don’t know. When asked “How important is it for all Americans 
to know about and understand the Holocaust?” 64 percent say that it is either 
“essential” (26 percent) or “very important” (38 percent), while 18 percent 
say “only somewhat important,” 3 percent “not important,” and 15 percent 
“don’t know.” 

Eighty-one percent of high-school students consider it to be a lesson of 
the Holocaust that “firm steps need to be taken to protect the rights of 
minorities” while 6 percent do not and 13 percent don’t know. Seventy-five 
percent consider it to be a lesson that “people must speak out against 
oppression so that another Holocaust will not happen” while 8 percent do not 
and 17 percent don’t know. Eighty percent consider it to be a lesson that “it 
is important to stand by what you think is right instead of going along with 
everybody else” while 6 percent do not and 14 percent don’t know. Twenty- 
one percent consider it to be a lesson that “there is no hope for the human 
race” while 62 percent do not and 17 percent don’t know. Finally, 30 percent 
consider it to be a lesson that “in relations between peoples and countries, 
what counts is power and not morality” while 51 percent do not and 19 
percent don’t know. 

While just over one-half of high-school students (51 percent) consider 
it “not very likely” that “the Jewish people could be subject to another 
Holocaust somewhere in the world in coming years,” another 29 percent say 
that it is either “somewhat likely” (22 percent) or “very likely” (7 percent); 

21 percent don’t know. 
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Holocaust Denial 

Adults 

When told that “some people claim that the Nazi extermination of the 
Jews never happened” and asked whether they have ever heard this claim, 38 
percent of adult Americans say that they have heard it; 54 percent say that 
they have not; and 8 percent don’t know. Those who have heard the claim 
indicate that they know it from “television” (59 percent), “newspaper and 
magazine articles” (37 percent), “books” (14 percent), “people I know” (14 
percent), “neo-Nazi groups” (12 percent), “the movies” (5 percent), “school” 
(4 percent), “churches/synagogues” (2 percent), and “other” (4 percent); 5 
percent respond “don’t know.” 

When asked “Does it seem possible or does it seem impossible to you 
that the Nazi extermination of the Jews never happened?” one-third of all 
adults (34 percent) say either “it seems possible” (22 percent) or “don’t 
know” (12 percent); 65 percent say “it seems impossible.” 

When asked “Are there any situations similar in nature to the 1 lolocaust 
going on in the world today?” 47 percent of adults say “yes,” 26 percent “no,” 
and 27 percent “don’t know.” Those who say “yes” most frequently mention 
Bosnia-Herzegovina (40 percent, or 19 percent of all respondents) and 
Africa/South Africa (20 percent, or 9 percent of all respondents). 

High-School Students 

When told that “some people claim that the Nazi extermination of the 
Jews never happened” and asked whether they have ever heard this claim, 21 
percent of high-school students say that they have heard it; 66 percent say 
that they have not; and 13 percent don’t know. Those who have heard the 
claim indicate that they know it from “television” (42 percent), “school” (32 
percent), “people 1 know” (14 percent), “newspaper and magazine articles” 
(14 percent), “books” (14 percent), “neo-Nazi groups” (10 percent), “the 
movies” (8 percent), “churches/ synagogues” (3 percent), and “other” (1 
percent); 5 percent respond “don’t know.” 

When asked “Does it seem possible or does it seem impossible to you 
that the Nazi extermination of the Jews never happened?” over one-third of 
all high-school students (37 percent) say either “it seems possible” (20 
percent) or “don’t know” (17 percent); 63 percent say “it seems impossible.” 

When asked “Are there any situations similar in nature to the Holocaust 
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going on in the world today?” 27 percent of high-school students say “yes,” 
37 percent “no,” and 36 percent “don’t know.” Those who say “yes” most 
frequently mention Bosnia-Herzegovina (28 percent, or 8 percent of all 
respondents) and Africa/South Africa (16 percent, or 4 percent of all 
respondents). 


Subgroup Differences 

Adults 

Among adult Americans, factual knowledge about the Holocaust does 
not vary consistently by age. Adults aged 60 years and older, who lived 
through the events of the Second World War, are no more likely than other 
adult Americans to possess knowledge of the Holocaust. However, in some 
cases, those aged 18-29 years are less knowledgeable than others. For 
example, 33 percent of those aged 60 years and over recognize “6 million” 
as the approximate number of Jews killed in the Holocaust, compared with 
42 percent of those aged 45-59, 38 percent of those aged 30-44, and 29 
percent of those aged 18-29. Or again, 67 percent of those aged 60 years and 
over identify Auschwitz, Dachau, and Treblinka as concentration camps, 
compared with 70 percent of those aged 45-59, 68 percent of those aged 30- 
44, and 45 percent of those aged 18-29. 

Better-educated adults tend to be more knowledgeable about the 
Holocaust than less-educated adults. For example, 79 percent of college 
graduates indicate with at least some accuracy what is meant by the term “the 
Holocaust,” compared with 40 percent of non-high-school graduates; 86 
percent of college graduates identify Auschwitz, Dachau, and Treblinka as 
concentration camps, compared with 40 percent of non-high-school gradu¬ 
ates; and 62 percent of college graduates select “yellow star” as the symbol 
that Jews were forced to wear during the Second World War, compared with 
23 percent of non-high-school graduates. 

Better-educated adults are also more likely than less-educated adults to 
see the Holocaust as relevant today and as important for Americans to know 
about, and to take the position that it is “impossible . . . that the Nazi 
extermination of the Jews never happened.” Thus, 74 percent of college 
graduates “disagree” that the Holocaust is irrelevant today, compared with 
48 percent of non-high-school graduates; 46 percent of college graduates 
consider it “essential” that all Americans know about and understand the 
Holocaust, compared with 22 percent of non-high-school graduates; and 75 


9 


percent of college graduates consider it “impossible” that the Holocaust 
“never happened,” compared with 53 percent of non-high-school graduates. 

More-affluent adults tend to be more knowledgeable about the Holo¬ 
caust than less-affluent adults. For instance, 79 percent of those in the highest 
income category ($50,000 or more per year) indicate with at least some 
accuracy what is meant by the term “the Holocaust,” compared with 44 
percent of those in the lowest income category (less than $ 15,000 per year); 
84 percent of those in the highest income category identify Auschwitz, 
Dachau, and Treblinka as concentration camps, compared with 44 percent of 
those in the lowest category; and 49 percent of those in the highest income 
category recognize “6 million” as the approximate number of Jews killed in 
the Holocaust, compared with 25 percent of those in the lowest income 
category. 

More-affluent adults are also more likely than less-affluent adults to 
see the Holocaust as relevant today and as important for Americans to know 
about, and to take the position that it is “impossible . . . that the Nazi 
extermination of the Jews never happened.” Thus, 80 percent of those in the 
highest income category “disagree” that the Holocaust is irrelevant today, 
compared with 53 percent of those in the lowest income category; 45 percent 
of those in the highest income category consider it “essential” that Ameri¬ 
cans know about and understand the Holocaust, compared with 27 percent 
of those in the lowest category; and 80 percent of those in the highest income 
category consider it “impossible” that the Holocaust “never happened,” 
compared with 52 percent of those in the lowest income category. 

Adults who are white are more knowledgeable about the Holocaust 
than adults who are black. Thus, 68 percent of whites indicate with at least 
some accuracy what is meant by the term “the Holocaust,” compared with 29 
percent of blacks; 46 percent of whites identify “yellow star” as the symbol 
that Jews were forced to wear during the Second World War, compared with 
16 percent of blacks; and 67 percent of whites identify Auschwitz, Dachau, 
and Treblinka as “concentration camps,” compared with 35 percent of 
blacks. 

Whites are also more likely than blacks to see the Holocaust as relevant 
today and as important for Americans to know about, and to take the position 
that it is “impossible . . . that the Nazi extermination of the Jews never 
happened.” Thus, 68 percent of whites “disagree” that the Holocaust is 
irrelevant today, compared with 38 percent of blacks; 36 percent of whites 
consider it “essential” that all Americans know about and understand the 
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Holocaust, compared with 18 percent of blacks; and 68 percent of whites 
consider it “impossible” that the Holocaust never happened, compared with 
46 percent of blacks. 

Men tend to be somewhat more knowledgeable about the Holocaust 
than women. For example, 66 percent of men indicate with at least some 
accuracy what is meant by the term “the Holocaust,” compared with 58 
percent of women; 70 percent of men identify Auschwitz, Dachau, and 
Treblinkaas concentration camps, compared with 56 percent of women; and 
40 percent of men identify “6 million” as the approximate number of Jews 
killed in the Holocaust, compared with 31 percent of women. At the same 
time, there are few differences between men and women in terms of their 
understanding of the implications and lessons of the Holocaust. 

Consistent differences in knowledge and attitudes about the Holocaust 
do not emerge on the basis of religion, political affiliation, or political 
orientation. 

High-School Students 

Iligh-school students who see themselves as college-bound tend to be 
more knowledgeable about the Holocaust than the non-college-bound. For 
instance, 52 percent of the college-bound indicate with at least some 
accuracy what is meant by the term “the Holocaust,” compared with 39 
percent of the non-college-bound. Or again, 52 percent of the college-bound 
identify Auschwitz, Dachau, and Treblinka as concentration camps, com¬ 
pared with 41 percent of the non-college-bound. 

High-school students with upper or middle socioeconomic status tend 
to be more knowledgeable about the Holocaust than students with lower 
socioeconomic status. For example, 45-51 percent of those in the upper and 
middle levels indicate “yellow star” as the symbol that Jews were forced to 
wear during the Second World War, compared with 27 percent of those in the 
lower level. Or again, 52-54 percent of those in the upper and middle levels 
identify Auschwitz, Dachau, and Treblinka as concentration camps, com¬ 
pared with 36 percent of those in the lower level. 

High-school students who are white are more knowledgeable about the 
Holocaust than high-school students who are black. Thus, 53 percent of 
whites indicate with at least some accuracy what is meant by the term “the 
Holocaust,” compared with 31 percent of blacks; 48 percent of whites select 
“yellow star” as the symbol that Jews were forced to wear during the Second 
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World War, compared with 15 percent of blacks; and 53 percent of whites 
identify Auschwitz, Dachau, and Treblinka as concentration camps, com¬ 
pared with 25 percent of blacks. 

High-school students who are Catholic tend to be more knowledgeable 
about the Holocaust than those who are Protestant. For example, 55 percent 
of Catholics indicate with at least some accuracy what is meant by the term 
“the Holocaust,” compared with 43 percent of Protestants; 56 percent of 
Catholics identify Auschwitz, Dachau, and Treblinka as concentration 
camps, compared with 41 percent of Protestants; and 47 percent of Catholics 
select “yellow star” as the symbol that Jews were forced to wear during the 
Holocaust, compared with 35 percent of Protestants. 

Subgroup differences among high-school students with regard to the 
implications and lessons of the Holocaust are neither substantial nor consis¬ 
tent, in part due to the small size of the individual subgroup samples. The 
same holds true for items probing factual knowledge, when the sample is 
divided by sex and grade level. 


Discussion 

The present survey is the first ever to examine systematically the 
degree of knowledge that Americans, both adults and high-school students, 
have about the Holocaust. Clearly, then, there is no substantial body of data 
available for comparative purposes. It is worth noting, however, that at least 
one item related to the subject at hand was included in both the 1986 and 1988 
National Assessments of History conducted by the National Assessment of 
Educational Progress (NAEP). In these probes, eleventh-grade students 
(nearly 8,000 in 1986 and 2,300 in 1988) were asked in a multiple-choice 
format to select the term used to describe the Nazi destruction of the Jewish 
people in Europe, and 76 percent in 1986 and 75 percent in 1988 correctly 
answered “the Holocaust.” The subgroup figures were as follows: 1986: 
males, 75 percent; females, 76 percent; whites, 80 percent; blacks, 58 
percent; Hispanics, 61 percent; 1988: males, 75 percent; females, 75 percent; 
whites, 78 percent; blacks, 68 percent; Hispanics, 63 percent. 

The question about the Holocaust in the National Assessment of 
History produced high levels of correct responses, much more so than the 
parallel question in the present survey for both adults and high-school 
students. There appear to be two reasons for this. First, the National 
Assessment asked the question in a multiple-choice format rather than in an 
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open-ended fashion, thus increasing the likelihood of correct answers. 
Second, the National Assessment provided a descriptive statement and asked 
for the applicable term, a less demanding task than the reverse, as required 
in the present survey. 

Turning now to the issue of Holocaust denial, it was noted above that 
among adult Americans there are no significant subgroup differences for the 
response “it seems possible” to the question “Does it seem possible or does 
it seem impossible to you that the Nazi extermination of the Jews never 
happened?” The percentages of those answering thus for some key sub¬ 
groups are as follows: males, 23 percent; females, 21 percent; 18-29-year- 
olds, 24 percent; 60+ years old, 21 percent; whites, 22 percent; blacks, 22 
percent; non-high-school graduates, 20 percent; and college graduates, 21 
percent. The 21-percent figure for college graduates is especially striking, 
since increased education, as previously indicated, is strongly associated 
with the response “it seems impossible.” Thus 75 percent of college gradu¬ 
ates as against 53 percent of non-high-school graduates maintain that “it 
seems impossible” that the Holocaust never happened. Given this discrep¬ 
ancy, and the general lack of subgroup differentiation, it may be that adults 
responding “it seems possible” represent a select segment of the population, 
one that is open to even the most outlandish ideas. 

Conclusion 

The American Jewish Committee’s Holocaust survey underscores the 
serious knowledge gap that exists for both adults and youth in the United 
States with regard to basic information about the Holocaust. At the same 
time, the survey makes clear that a majority of Americans, both younger and 
older, recognize the importance of knowing about the Holocaust. This is a 
vital goal in and of itself, but it takes on added importance in view of the 
finding that a significant minority of Americans, both adults and youth, are 
open to the possibility that the Holocaust never happened. 
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Table la 

“As far as you know, what does the term ‘the Holocaust’ refer to?” 
(OPEN-ENDED QUESTION) (in percents) 


Response 

Adults 

Students 

Ex te rm i nat i on/mu rder/pe rsecut ion/treat ment 
of Jews by Hitler/Nazis/Germans 

24 

17 

Extermination/murder/persecution of Jews 

30 

23 

Other relevant responses' 

7 

8 

Olhers- 

10 

14 

DK/NA 

28 

39 


Noi e: (fan incorreci response was given, respondents were told, "To be preeise, the Holocausi 
was the Nazi extermination of Jews during ihe Second World War" 

"Olher relevant responses" include: concentration camps, German death camps. Hitler, Nazis, 
Germans, World Ward, and the 1940s. 

h4 Others" include: death/murder/slaughter, des true t ion/d isaster/tragedy, war/nuclear war, or 
other answers. 
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Table lb 

“As far as you know, what does the term ‘the Holocaust- refer to?” 
(adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Extermination/ 
murder/ 
persecution/ 
treatment of 
Jews by 
Hitler/Nazis/ 
Germans 

Extermination/ 
murder/ 
persecution of 
Jews 

Other 

relevant 

responses 

Others 

DKV 

NA 

Total 

24 

30 

7 

10 

28 

Sex 

Male 

25 

32 

9 

11 

22 

Female 

25 

27 

6 

10 

33 

Age 

18-29 

24 

22 

9 

12 

35 

30-44 

23 

34 

8 

13 

22 

45-59 

25 

34 

6 

7 

30 

60+ 

28 

30 

5 

10 

26 

Income 

<$15,000 

17 

20 

7 

11 

45 

$15,000-29,999 

30 

27 

4 

13 

26 

$30,000-49,999 

26 

32 

7 

9 

25 

$50,000+ 

34 

37 

8 

11 

11 

Education 

Non-H,S. grad. 

16 

20 

4 

8 

53 

H,S, grad. 

23 

29 

8 

10 

29 

Some coll. 

31 

31 

8 

13 

17 

Coll, grad. 

29 

42 

8 

12 

10 

Race 

White 

27 

33 

8 

9 

23 

Black 

12 

12 

5 

18 

54 

Religion 

Proiestani 

25 

28 

7 

12 

29 

Catholic 

24 

32 

9 

10 

26 

Political ideology 

Conservat ive 

25 

34 

7 

11 

24 

Liberal 

31 

32 

7 

9 

19 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

25 

27 

9 

12 

27 

Republican 

26 

35 

8 

8 

23 
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Table Ic 


“As far as you know, what does the term The Holocaust 7 refer to ? 77 
(students, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Extermination/ 
murder/ 
persecution/ 
treatment of 
Jews by 
Hitler/Nazis/ 
Germans 

Extermination/ 
murder/ 
persecution or 
Jews 

Other 

relevant 

responses 

Others 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

17 

23 

S 

14 

39 

Sex 

Male 

20 

27 

6 

13 

34 

Female 

14 

IS 

10 

12 

44 

Race 

White 

20 

24 

9 

13 

34 

Black 

9 

IS 

4 

14 

53 

Religion 

Proiestant 

16 

22 

5 

14 

42 

Catholic 

IS 

26 

11 

3 

36 

Grade 

Tenth 

14 

23 

7 

16 

42 

Elevenih 

IS 

26 

7 

11 

40 

Twelfth 

20 

21 

10 

13 

34 

Socioeconomic status 

Upper 22 

23 

7 

17 

31 

Middle 

IS 

26 

9 

12 

36 

Lower 

14 

20 

6 

9 

50 

Education plans 

Co liege-hound 

IS 

26 

3 

14 

33 

Non-college-bound 17 

14 

S 

12 

49 
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Table 2a 

“From which of these sources, if any, have you learned about the 
Holocaust?” (MULTIPLE ANSWERS ALLOWED) (in percents) 


Response 

Adults 

Students 

Books 

42 

33 

Television 

50 

33 

The movies 

24 

16 

Newspaper and magazine articles 

31 

13 

School 

37 

59 

Ch u rche s/sy n agogoes 

10 

5 

People J know 

20 

13 

Ollier (SPECIFY) 

5 

7 

This is the first Pve heard of the Holocaust 

6 

10 

DK/NA 

5 

8 


17 





Table 2b 


“From which of these sources, if any, have you learned about the Holocaust?” (adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 


. Newspaper This is the first 

a"* 1 magazine Churches/ People I’ve heard of the 

Ekh™ vision Movies articles School SVlISSOfillCS I know OtllPI 1 Unln^Qiict 


Total 

42 

50 

24 

Sex 

Male 

45 

51 

27 

Female 

39 

49 

22 

Age 

IS 29 

41 

36 

16 

30-44 

46 

55 

33 

45-59 

46 

58 

28 

60+ 

33 

53 

20 

Income 

<$15,000 

28 

43 

12 

$15,000-29,999 

40 

50 

22 

$30,000-49,999 

44 

55 

26 

$50,000+ 

57 

57 

40 

Education 

Non-H.S, grad. 

21 

43 

14 

RS, grad. 

38 

50 

23 

Some coll 

52 

51 

28 

Coll, grad. 

61 

57 

36 

Race 

White 

45 

53 

26 

Black 

24 

37 

12 

Religion 

Protestant 

39 

49 

20 

Catholic 

41 

52 

27 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

45 

51 

25 

Liberal 

49 

56 

25 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

38 

54 

23 

Republican 

51 

49 

27 


31 

37 

10 

20 

5 

33 

40 

11 

24 

6 

28 

34 

9 

IS 

6 

18 

54 

7 

19 

2 

30 

45 

13 

22 

4 

39 

32 

13 

19 

6 

39 

9 

8 

23 

13 

22 

24 

8 

20 

7 

27 

41 

8 

16 

8 

31 

44 

II 

20 

4 

45 

44 

12 

24 

6 

22 

17 

6 

15 

7 

30 

34 

11 

20 

,7 

31 

48 

8 

21 

3 

40 

50 

16 

28 

5 

32 

38 

11 

22 

6 

19 

29 

7 

11 

3 

30 

32 

10 

16 

7 

32 

38 

10 

23 

4 

34 

36 

Li 

21 

6 

32 

41 

10 

25 

5 

28 

35 

8 

19 

5 

37 

42 

12 

20 

4 


6 

5 

7 

12 

5 

4 
2 

12 

5 
4 
\ 

19 

4 

3 

1 

5 

11 


6 

8 

5 

5 

5 

6. 


DK/ 

NA 

5 

4 
7 

6 

5 

5 

6 

10 

4 
3 
3 

II 

5 
3 
3 


3 

20 

6 

5 

3 

3 


6 

3 






Table 2c 


“From which of these sources, if any, have you learned about the Holocaust?” (students, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Books 

Tele¬ 

vision 

Movies 

Newspaper 
and magazine 
articles 

School 

Churches/ 

synagogues 

People 

I know 

Other 

This is the first 
I’ve heard of the 
Holocaust 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

33 

33 

16 

13 

59 

5 

13 

7 

10 

8 

Sex 

Male 

36 

40 

18 

14 

62 

4 

14 

4 

9 

8 

Female 

29 

26 

13 

11 

57 

6 

12 

8 

12 

8 

Race 

White 

36 

33 

18 

13 

64 

5 

15 

6 

9 

6 

Black 

20 

30 

8 

6 

44 

2 

4 

5 

16 

17 

Religion 

Protestant 

30 

32 

15 

11 

56 

5 

12 

4 

11 

11 

Catholic 

32 

37 

15 

13 

63 

4 

11 

7 

11 

4 

Grade 

Tenth 

28 

32 

15 

13 

55 

5 

14 

5 

9 

11 

Eleventh 

37 

30 

15 

12 

59 

4 

9 

6 

12 

8 

Twelfth 

34 

35 

16 

14 

64 

6 

15 

8 

11 

5 

Socioeconomic status 

Upper 

39 

32 

16 

17 

67 

12 

16 

7 

6 

5 

Middle 

32 

37 

18 

11 

62 

3 

13 

6 

9 

7 

Lower 

26 

29 

11 

14 

47 

1 

10 

5 

19 

12 

Education plans 

College-bound 

36 

36 

17 

13 

64 

5 

13 

7 

9 

6 

Non-college-bound 

30 

27 

14 

14 

52 

5 

12 

5 

15 

10 





Table 3a 

u In which country did the Nazis first come to power?” (in percents) 


Response 

Adults 

Students 

Belgium 

1 

1 

France 

1 

l 

Germany 

78 

76 

Russia 

3 

3 

Other (SPECIFY) 

1 

0 

DK/NA 

16 

IS 


Note: ITan incomeci response was given, respondents were told, ll The Nazis firsi came 10 

power in Germany/" 
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Table 3b 

“In which country did the Nazis first come to power?” (adults, 


in percents) 


Subgroup 

Belgium 

France 

Germany 

Russia 

Other 

DYJ 

NA 

Total 

L 

1 

78 

3 

1 

16 

Sex 

Male 

2 

1 

82 

3 

1 

11 

Female 

0 

0 

74 

4 

1 

20 

Age 

18-29 

1 

l 

74 

6 

1 

18 

30-44 

1 

1 

83 

4 

1 

II 

45-59 

1 

1 

76 

2 

1 

19 

60+ 

I 

0 

78 

1 

3 

17 

Income 

<$15,000 

2 

1 

61 

5 

2 

31 

$15,000-29,959 

2 

1 

78 

4 

l 

14 

$30,000-49,999 

1 

0 

86 

3 

1 

9 

$50,000+ 

0 

2 

92 

2 

L 

4 

Education 

Non-H,S r grad. 

2 

0 

56 

5 

2 

34 

H,S. grad. 

1 

1 

76 

3 

2 

17 

Some coll. 

1 

0 

89 

3 

0 

6 

Coll. grad. 

0 

0 

91 

3 

1 

5 

Race 

White 

1 

l 

82 

3 

1 

12 

Black 

1 

2. 

54 

3 

0 

40 

Religion 

Protestant 

1 

1 

77 

4 

1 

17 

Catholic 

1 

1 

80 

2 

l 

15 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

l 

1 

81 

4 

1 

] 3 

Liberal 

1 

2 

81 

1 

2 

13 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

J 

1 

77 

3 

2 

16 

Republican 

1 

1 

83 

4 

0 

11 
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Table 3c 

“In which country did the Nazis first come to power?” (students, 
in percents) 


Subgroup 

Belgium 

France 

Germany 

Russia 

Other 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

1 

1 

76 

3 

0 

IS 

Sex 

Male 

1 

0 

82 

2 

0 

15 

Female 

2 

2 

70 

4 

0 

21 

Race 

White 

1 

1 

81 

3 

0 

13 

Black 

1 

0 

61 

5 

0 

33 

Religion 

Protestant 

0 

1 

72 

3 

0 

22 

Catholic 

2 

2 

80 

4 

0 

12 

Grade 

Tenth 

2 

2 

71 

4 

l 

21 

Eleventh 

1 

1 

77 

3 

0 

19 

Twelfth 

l 

1 

81 

2 

0 

14 

Socioeconomic status 

Upper 

2 

1 

79 

4 

0 

14 

Middle 

1 

1 

SO 

3 

0 

14 

Lower 

l 

2 

66 

2 

0 

30 

Education plans 

Co liege-bound 

1 

2 

80 

4 

0 

13 

Non-col lege-bound 

1 

l 

72 

2 

0 

25 


Table 4a 

“Who was the leader of Nazi Germany?” 

Response 

Adults 

Students 

Joseph Stalin 

2 

1 

Adolf Hitler 

87 

S3 

Hirohito 

1 

1 

Winston Churchill 

0 

1 

DK/NA 

10 

14 


22 








Table 4b 

“Who was the leader of Nazi Germany?” (adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Joseph 

Stalin 

Adolf 

Hitler 

Hirotillo 

Winston 

Churchill 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

2 

87 

1 

0 

10 

Sex 

Male 

I 

89 

l 

0 

8 

Female 

3 

84 

l 

0 

12 

Age 

18-29 

1 

83 

1 

0 

15 

30-44 

3 

89 

1 

0 

7 

45-59 

3 

85 

2 

0 

9 

60+ 

l 

89 

1 

0 

9 

Income 

<$15,000 

1 

79 

0 

l 

20 

$15,000-29,999 

3 

87 

1 

0 

10 

$30,000-49,999 

3 

89 

l 

0 

6 

$50,000+ 

1 

94 

3 

0 

2 

Education 

Non-H.S. grad. 

2 

72 

0 

1 

25 

H,S. grad. 

2 

88 

l 

0 

9 

Some coll. 

2 

93 

1 

0 

4 

Coll. grad. 

1 

93 

1 

0 

5 

Race 

White 

2 

90 

1 

0 

7 

Black 

0 

68 

1 

0 

29 

Religion 

Protestant 

2 

87 

1 

0 

10 

Catholic 

1 

86 

1 

0 

II 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

3 

89 

1 

0 

8 

Liberal 

0 

90 

1 

1 

7 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

1 

89 

1 

0 

8 

Republican 

2 

88 

1 

0 

8 


23 






Table 4c 

“Who was the leader of Nazi Germany?” (students, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Joseph 

Stalin 

Adolf 

Hitler 

Hirohito 

Winston 

Churchill 

DK/ 

NA 

Tool 

l 

83 

1 

1 

14 

Sex 

Male 

1 

87 

0 

L 

11 

Female 

2 

80 

2 

0 

16 

Race 

While 

2 

86 

1 

1 

10 

Black 

1 

72 

0 

1 

27 

Religion 

Protestant 

2 

81 

0 

1 

17 

Catholic 

2 

84 

2 

0 

11 

Grade 

Tenth 

1 

79 

J 

1 

IS 

Eleventh 

2 

84 

1 

0 

13 

Twelfth 

1 

87 

1 

\ 

11 

Socioeconomic status 

Upper 

1 

87 

0 

2 

10 

Middle 

2 

85 

1 

1 

11 

lx>wer 

1 

76 

2 

0 

22 

Education plans 

Col lege-bound 

1 

86 

1 

1 

11 

Non-college-bound 

2 

80 

6 

1 

18 


Table 5a 

“Approximately how many Jews were killed in the Holocaust?” (in 
percents) 


Response 

Adults 

Students 

25,000 

1 

2 

100,000 

4 

5 

1 million 

7 

9 

2 million 

13 

11 

6 million 

35 

28 

20 million 

10 

J2 

DK/NA 

30 

32 


24 








Table Sb 

“Approxima t ely h ow many Jews were killed in the Holocaust?” (adults, in percents) 

25,000 100,000 1 million 


Subgroup 

Total 
Sex 
Male 
Female 
Age 
18-29 
30-44 
45-59 
60+ 
income 
<$15,000 
$15,000-29,999 
$30,000-49,999 
$50,000+ 
Education 
Non-H.S, grad, 
H,S, grad. 

Some coll. 

Coll, grad. 

Race 

White 

Black 

Religion 

Protestant 

Catholic 

Political ideology 
Conservative 
Liberal 

Political affiliation 
Democrat 
Republican 


] 

I 

1 

0 

1 

I 

l 

0 

1 

l 

0 


2 million 

13 


6 million 20 million 


DK/NA 


3 

5 

3 
5 

1 

4 

4 

2 

4 

5 

3 

4 

5 

3 

4 
4 

4 

3 

3 

2 

3 

5 


9 

5 

8 

7 
9 

5 

6 

8 
9 
5 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

10 

8 

5 

6 
7 

9 

5 


16 

II 

]6 

14 
8 

15 

8 

15 

16 

15 

11 
11 

16 
18 

14 

12 

14 
11 

15 
11 

12 

II 


35 

40 

31 

29 

38 
42 

33 

25 

32 
42 
49 

16 

36 

36 
53 

39 
16 

32 

39 

37 
45 

34 
45 


10 

9 

11 

11 

9 

13 

6 

10 

12 

9 

8 

12 

10 

10 

5 

10 

9 

II 

8 

9 

II 

9 

9 


30 

23 

37 

33 

26 

25 

36 

47 

29 
19 

17 

50 

30 

25 
15 

26 

48 

30 
32 

28 

23 

31 

24 














Table 5c 

“Approximately how many Jews were killed in the Holocaust?” (students, in percents) 


Subgroup 


25,000 


Total 2 

Sex 

Male 1 

Female 2 

Race 

White I 

Black 4 

Religion 

Protestant 2 

Catholic 2 

Grade 

Tenth 2 

Eleventh 2 

Twelfth 1 

Socioeconomic status 
Upper 0 

Middle 2 

Lower 2 

Education plans 
Co I lege-bound 1 

Non-co I lege-hound 3 


100,000 


1 million 


5 

5 

3 

6 

6 

6 

7 

4 

3 

6 

5 
2 

4 
7 


12 

6 

9 

8 

9 

11 

10 

7 
10 

8 

9 

10 

10 

9 


2 million 

6 million 

20 million 

DK/NA 

11 

28 

12 

32 

12 

30 

13 

27 

11 

26 

11 

38 

12 

31 

13 

29 

7 

19 

6 

50 

10 

23 

11 

38 

14 

29 

12 

26 

13 

25 

14 

29 

11 

26 

12 

38 

10 

34 

11 

30 

15 

32 

13 

25 

12 

29 

13 

30 

8 

23 

10 

44 

11 

32 

13 

29 

15 

20 

10 

35 












Table 6a 

“From what you know or have heard, what were Auschwitz, Dachau, 
and Treblinka?” (in percents) 


Response 

Adults 

Students 

Capitals of countries allied with Nazi Germany 

5 

4 

Concentration camps 

62 

48 

Battle sites of the Second World War 

2 

4 

Nazi slogans 

2 

4 

Other (SPECIFY) 

2 

1 

DK/NA 

27 

38 


27 





Table 6b 


“From what you know or have heard, what were Auschwitz, Dachau, and Treblinka?” 

Capitals of coun*Battle sites of 
tries allied with Concentration the Second Nazi 

Subgroup _ Nazi Germany _ camps _ World War _slogans 


(adults, in percents) 


Other 


Total s 

Sex 

Male 4 

Female 5 

Age 

18-29 10 

30-44 3 

45-59 5 

60+ 2 

Income 

<$15,000 4 

$l5 h 000-29 h 999 6 

$30,000-49,999 8 

$50,000+ 3 


Education 


62 2 2 

70 2 2 

56 | 2 


45 2 

68 2 

70 | 

67 | 


3 

3 

2 

0 


5 

1 

2 
2 


44 ] 

63 I 

65 3 

84 0 


5 

1 

2 

3 


4 

3 

2 

2 


Non-H,S, grad. 

5 

40 

H r S, grad. 

5 

58 

Some coll. 

6 

70 

ColL grad. 

2 

86 

Race 

White 

4 

67 

Black 

9 

35 

Religion 

Protestant 

5 

59 

Catholic 

3 

68 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

3 

64 

Liberal 

4 

69 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

4 

63 

Republican 

4 

70 


1 

3 

3 

1 


4 

3 

2 

0 


2 3 

4 1 


2 

I 


2 

3 


3 2 

3 3 


2 

3 


2 

1 


DK/ 

NA 


27 


20 

33 


36 

23 

20 

27 


42 

26 

20 

8 


49 

28 

18 

II 


22 

51 


30 

23 


27 

19 


27 

20 














Table 6c 


From what you know or have heard, what were Auschwitz, Dachau, and Treblinka?” (students, in percents) 


Subgroup 


Capitals of coun 
tries allied with 
Nazi Germany 


Concentration 

camps 


Battle sites of 

the Second 
World War 


Total 

Sex 

Male 

Female 

Race 

While 

Black 

Religion 

Protestant 

Catholic 

Grade 

Tenth 

Eleventh 

Twelfth 

Socioeconomic status 
Upper 
Middle 
Lower 

Education plans 
Col lege-bound 
Noii-college-bound 


3 
5 

4 
3 

3 

4 

4 
3 

5 

3 

3 
5 

4 

5 


4S 

52 
44 

53 
25 

41 

56 

43 

53 
50 

52 

54 
36 

52 

41 


3 

5 

4 
0 

2 

6 

4 

3 

4 

3 

5 
3 

3 

6 


Nazi 

slogans 


5 
4 

4 

6 

6 

4 

6 

3 

4 

4 

5 

4 

5 
5 


Other 


1 

2 

1 

2 

2 


2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 


DK/ 

NA 


38 

35 
41 

32 

64 

47 

29 

41 

37 

36 

37 

31 

51 

34 

44 














Table 7a 

“Many Jews in Europe were forced to wear a symbol on their clothes 
during the Second World War. What was it?” (in percents) 


Response 

Adults 

Students 

Swastika 

22 

21 

Hammer and sickle 

4 

2 

Yellow star 

42 

42 

Red cross 

3 

4 

Other (SPECIFY) 

[ 

1 

DK/NA 

29 

31 


30 







Table 7b 


“Many Jews in Europe were forced to wear a symbol on their clothes 
during the Second World War. What was it?” (adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Swastika 

Hammer 
and sickle 

Yellow 

star 

Red 

cross 

Other 

ok; 

NA 

Total 

22 

4 

42 

3 

l 

29 

Sex 

Male 

20 

5 

44 

2 

0 

28 

Female 

24 

3 

39 

3 

l 

30 

Age 

18-29 

32 

5 

34 

2 

1 

27 

30-44 

20 

4 

42 

3 

1 

29 

45-59 

17 

5 

49 

2 

0 

27 

60+ 

IS 

2 

43 

3 

2 

32 

Income 

<$15,000 

23 

5 

33 

4 

2 

33 

$15,000-29,999 

22 

6 

41 

2 

1 

28 

$30,000-49,999 

22 

4 

46 

4 

0 

24 

$50,000+ 

21 

2 

51 

2 

1 

21 

Education 

Non-H,S, grad. 

22 

6 

23 

4 

1 

44 

ITS, grad. 

24 

4 

40 

3 

1 

28 

Some coll. 

24 

4 

45 

2 

1 

25 

Coll, grad. 

16 

1 

62 

l 

2 

17 

Race 

White 

21 

4 

46 

2 

1 

25 

Black 

24 

6 

16 

6 

1 

48 

Religion 

Protestant 

21 

3 

39 

4 

l 

31 

Catholic 

27 

5 

39 

2 

l 

26 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

22 

2 

48 

2 

1 

25 

Liberal 

14 

3 

49 

5 

0 

27 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

25 

5 

38 

4 

l 

28 

Republican 

21 

4 

50 

1 

1 

22 


31 






Table 7c 


“Many Jews in Europe were forced to wear a symbol on their clothes 
during the Second World Wan What was it?” (students, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Swastika 

Hammer 
and sickle 

Yellow 

star 

Red 

cross 

Other 

UK/ 

NA 

Total 

21 

2 

42 

4 

l 

31 

Sex 

Male 

24 

2 

42 

4 

1 

27 

Female 

IS 

2 

42 

4 

0 

34 

Race 

White 

20 

2 

48 

3 

l 

25 

Black 

18 

5 

15 

9 

0 

53 

Religion 

Protestant 

22 

3 

35 

5 

1 

34 

Caihol ie 

22 

0 

47 

4 

1 

27 

Grade 

Tenth 

24 

1 

35 

6 

3 

32 

Eleventh 

18 

3 

44 

3 

0 

31 

Twelfth 

20 

2 

47 

3 

0 

28 

Socioeconomic status 

Upper 

18 

2 

51 

3 

2 

23 

Middle 

20 

2 

45 

5 

0 

28 

Lower 

26 

2 

27 

3 

0 

42 

Education plans 

College-bound 

21 

1 

46 

5 

1 

26 

No n - col lege- ho u nd 

20 

3 

37 

4 

1 

36 


Table Sa 

“In addition to the Jews, 
persecuted by the Nazis? 
(in percents) 

which of the following groups, if any, were 
” (MULTIPLE ANSWERS ALLOWED) 

Response 

Adults 

Students 

Gypsies 

26 

20 

Poles 

50 

31 

Homosexuals 

25 

20 

Aryans 

7 

8 

Other (SPECIFY) 

10 

7 

DK/NA 

30 

41 


32 








Table 8b 

“In addition to the Jews, which of the following groups, if any, were 
persecuted by the Nazis?” (adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Gypsies 

Poles 

Homo¬ 

sexuals 

Aryans 

Other 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

26 

50 

25 

7 

10 

30 

Sex 

Male 

31 

55 

28 

6 

3 

25 

Female 

21 

46 

22 

9 

10 

35 

Age 

18-29 

13 

43 

22 

10 

7 

35 

30-44 

28 

55 

29 

6 

8 

26 

45-59 

29 

50 

23 

5 

11 

29 

60+ 

30 

53 

23 

7 

9 

32 

Income 

<$ 3 5,000 

17 

42 

17 

8 

9 

40 

$15,000-29,999 

24 

55 

21 

5 

8 

30 

$30,000-49,999 

26 

54 

26 

9 

6 

26 

$50,000+ 

41 

57 

43 

7 

11 

15 

Education 

Non-H.S. grad. 

14 

36 

12 

4 

9 

51 

H.S. grad. 

25 

51 

21 

9 

9 

30 

Some coll. 

25 

53 

28 

7 

10 

22 

ColL grad. 

43 

61 

41 

6 

7 

18 

Race 

While 

28 

55 

26 

7 

10 

26 

Black 

13 

27 

14 

9 

6 

52 

Religion 

Protesta ni 

23 

48 

20 

7 

7 

34 

Cathol ic 

23 

58 

23 

7 

6 

28 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

24 

53 

20 

7 

9 

28 

Liberal 

41 

56 

38 

10 

12 

22 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

24 

51 

22 

5 

9 

29 

Republican 

29 

52 

23 

10 

5 

26 


33 





Table 8c 

“In addition to the Jews, which of the following groups, if any, were 
persecuted by the Nazis?” (students, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Gypsies 

Poles 

Homo¬ 

sexuals 

Aryans 

Other 

DK J 
NA 

Total 

20 

31 

20 

8 

7 

41 

Sex 

Male 

25 

33 

22 

5 

8 

35 

Female 

15 

28 

17 

10 

5 

46 

Race 

White 

20 

34 

23 

6 

7 

35 

Black 

16 

15 

10 

14 

7 

65 

Religion 

Protestant 

17 

26 

19 

10 

6 

47 

Catholic 

19 

38 

14 

6 

9 

35 

Grade 

Tenth 

16 

24 

21 

7 

10 

41 

Eleventh 

24 

35 

20 

10 

6 

37 

Twelfth 

19 

33 

19 

5 

6 

44 

Socioeconomic status 

Upper 

20 

32 

20 

7 

5 

38 

Middle 

21 

35 

22 

7 

10 

36 

Lower 

18 

23 

14 

9 

6 

52 

Education plans 

College-bound 

23 

30 

21 

7 

9 

37 

Non-college-bound 

11 

33 

15 

8 

7 

43 


Table 9a 

“Please tell me whether you strongly agree, mostly agree, mostly dis¬ 
agree, or strongly disagree: The Holocaust makes clear the need for the 
State of Israel as a place of refuge for Jews in times of persecution.” 

(in percents) 


Response 

Adults 

Students 

Strongly agree 

28 

23 

Mostly agree 

32 

30 

Mostly disagree 

8 

9 

Strongly disagree 

5 

5 

DK/NA 

27 

33 


34 








Table 9b 

“Please tell me whether you strongly agree, mostly disagree, or 
strongly disagree: The Holocaust makes clear the need for the State 
of Israel as a place of refuge for Jews in times of persecution.” 
(adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Strongly 

agree 

Mostly 

agree 

Mostly 

disagree 

Strongly 

disagree 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

28 

32 

8 

5 

27 

Sex 

Male 

28 

34 

10 

6 

23 

Female 

28 

30 

7 

4 

31 

Age 

18-29 

23 

35 

8 

4 

29 

30-44 

28 

32 

12 

5 

24 

45-59 

28 

31 

8 

6 

27 

60+ 

33 

29 

4 

4 

30 

Income 

<$15,000 

30 

20 

9 

3 

38 

$15,000-29,999 

27 

35 

8 

3 

27 

$30,000-49,999 

25 

35 

9 

8 

22 

$50,000+ 

29 

37 

11 

7 

16 

Education 

Non-H.S. grad. 

22 

25 

7 

3 

43 

H.S. grad. 

30 

3i 

7 

4 

27 

Some coll. 

27 

36 

10 

6 

21 

Coll. grad. 

31 

34 

11 

7 

17 

Race 

White 

31 

32 

8 

5 

24 

Black 

13 

25 

10 

7 

46 

Religion 

Protestant 

29 

31 

6 

5 

29 

Catholic 

28 

33 

11 

4 

24 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

31 

33 

9 

4 

22 

Liberal 

29 

30 

8 

7 

25 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

29 

32 

8 

5 

27 

Republican 

30 

34 

10 

5 

21 


35 





Table 9c 

“Please tell me whether you strongly agree, mostly disagree, or 
strongly disagree: The Holocaust makes clear the need for the State of 
Israel as a place of refuge for Jews in times of persecution.” (students, 
in percents) 



Strongly 

Mostly 

Mostly 

Strongly 

DK/ 

Subgroup 

agree 

agree 

disagree 

disagree 

NA 

Total 

23 

30 

9 

5 

33 

Sex 






Male 

26 

27 

8 

8 

31 

Female 

21 

33 

9 

3 

34 

Race 






White 

27 

32 

7 

5 

28 

Black 

12 

18 

12 

3 

54 

Religion 






Protestant 

20 

29 

9 

5 

36 

Catholic 

22 

35 

10 

5 

28 

Grade 






Tenth 

23 

31 

8 

5 

34 

Eleventh 

26 

27 

8 

6 

32 

Twelfth 

22 

32 

11 

4 

31 

Socioeconomic status 






Upper 

24 

29 

12 

6 

30 

Middle 

26 

31 

6 

5 

32 

Lower 

19 

30 

10 

3 

38 

Education plans 






College-bound 

24 

30 

10 

6 

31 

Non-college-bound 

21 

34 

9 

4 

33 

Table 10a 






“Please tell me whether you strongly agree, mostly agree, mostly 
disagree, or strongly disagree: The Holocaust is not relevant today 


because it happened almost 50 years ago. 

” (in percents) 


Response 



Adults 

Students 

Strongly agree 



8 


8 

Mostly agree 



13 


18 

Mostly disagree 



17 


19 

Strongly disagree 



46 


35 

DK/NA 



15 


20 


36 








Table 10b 


“Please tell me whether you strongly agree, mostly agree, mostly 
disagree, or strongly disagree: The Holocaust is not relevant today 
because it happened almost 50 years ago.” (adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Strongly 

agree 

Mostly 

agree 

Mostly 

disagree 

Strongly 

disagree 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

8 

13 

17 

46 

15 

Sex 

Male 

10 

14 

19 

44 

13 

Female 

7 

11 

16 

48 

18 

Age 

18-29 

6 

14 

20 

44 

17 

30-44 

8 

12 

16 

52 

ll 

45-59 

9 

13 

17 

43 

17 

60+ 

10 

12 

16 

44 

18 

Income 

<$15,000 

10 

10 

16 

37 

27 

$15,000-29,999 

9 

17 

17 

44 

13 

$30,000-49,999 

9 

13 

17 

51 

10 

$50,000+ 

6 

8 

15 

65 

6 

Education 

Non-H.S. grad. 

9 

13 

17 

31 

31 

H.S. grad. 

8 

15 

19 

42 

16 

Some coll. 

7 

11 

17 

57 

8 

Coll. grad. 

11 

10 

15 

59 

6 

Race 

White 

9 

12 

18 

50 

12 

Black 

4 

18 

13 

25 

39 

Religion 

Protestant 

9 

12 

16 

44 

18 

Catholic 

7 

11 

18 

50 

14 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

7 

12 

20 

49 

12 

Liberal 

11 

10 

14 

52 

13 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

8 

15 

16 

45 

17 

Republican 

9 

9 

21 

50 

11 


37 





Table 10c 


“Please tell me whether you strongly agree, mostly agree, mostly 
disagree, or strongly disagree: The Holocaust is not relevant today 
because it happened almost 50 years ago ” (students, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Strongly 

agree 

Mostly 

agree 

Mostly 

disagree 

Strongly 

disagree 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

8 

18 

19 

35 

20 

Sex 

Male 

7 

19 

19 

34 

20 

Female 

10 

16 

18 

36 

20 

Race 

White 

8 

15 

19 

42 

17 

Black 

10 

23 

18 

14 

36 

Religion 

Protestant 

7 

18 

19 

32 

24 

Catholic 

11 

22 

19 

36 

13 

Grade 

Tenth 

8 

18 

20 

29 

24 

Eleventh 

10 

20 

19 

34 

16 

Twelfth 7 

Socioeconomic status 

14 

17 

44 

19 

Upper 

11 

17 

16 

42 

14 

Middle 

7 

17 

21 

36 

19 

Lower 

7 

19 

19 

28 

27 

Education plan 

College-bound 

9 

16 

20 

39 

16 

Non-college-bound 9 

22 

18 

30 

22 


Table 11a 

“In your view, how important is it for Americans to know about and 
understand the Holocaust—is it essential, very important, only 
somewhat important, or not important?” (in percents) 


Response 

Adults 

Students 

Essential 

33 

26 

Very important 

39 

38 

Only somewhat important 

13 

18 

Not important 

2 

3 

DK/NA 

13 

15 


38 








Table lib 


“In your view, how important is it for Americans to know about and 
understand the Holocaust—is it essential, very important, only 
somewhat important, or not important?” (adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Essential 

Very 

important 

Only 

somewhat 

important 

Not 

important 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

33 

39 

13 

2 

13 

Sex 

Male 

32 

41 

14 

2 

11 

Female 

34 

38 

12 

2 

14 

Age 

18-29 

28 

43 

13 

1 

14 

30-44 

39 

37 

12 

2 

10 

45-59 

28 

41 

17 

1 

12 

60+ 

33 

37 

11 

4 

15 

Income 

<$15,000 

27 

33 

15 

2 

23 

$15,000-29,999 

32 

42 

11 

2 

13 

$30,000-49,999 

31 

47 

12 

2 

7 

$50,000+ 

45 

36 

14 

3 

3 

Education 

Non-H.S. grad. 

22 

34 

15 

2 

27 

H.S. grad. 

31 

41 

13 

2 

13 

Some coll. 

36 

44 

12 

3 

5 

Coll. grad. 

46 

37 

11 

1 

5 

Race 

White 

36 

41 

12 

2 

9 

Black 

18 

31 

13 

1 

37 

Religion 

Protestant 

32 

40 

11 

3 

15 

Catholic 

31 

40 

17 

2 

11 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

36 

37 

14 

2 

10 

Liberal 

41 

38 

11 

2 

8 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

34 

41 

11 

2 

12 

Republican 

35 

37 

1.7 

2 

9 


39 





Table 11c 

“In your view, how important is it for Americans to know about and 
understand the Holocaust—is it essential, very important, only 
somewhat important, or not important?” (students, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Essential 

Very 

important 

Only 

somewhat 

important 

Not 

important 

OK/ 

NA 

Total 

26 

38 

18 

3 

15 

Sex 

Male 

27 

38 

18 

4 

12 

Female 

25 

38 

18 

2 

17 

Race 

White 

29 

39 

18 

3 

10 

Black 

16 

33 

13 

3 

35 

Religion 

Protestant 

21 

40 

18 

3 

18 

Catholic 

29 

38 

19 

4 

9 

Grade 

Tenth 

21 

39 

18 

4 

17 

Eleventh 

25 

41 

19 

3 

12 

Twelfth 

33 

35 

17 

1 

14 

Socioeconomic status 

Upper 

34 

35 

19 

2 

10 

Middle 

27 

42 

17 

3 

12 

Lower 

20 

35 

20 

3 

22 

Education plans 

College-bound 

28 

40 

18 

2 

11 

Non-college-bound 

20 

36 

21 

5 

17 


40 





Table 12a 


“For each of the following, please tell me if you think it is a lesson to be learned from the Holocaust or not.” (in percents) 


Response 

a. Firm steps need to be taken to protect ihe 
l ighis of minorities 

b. There is no hope for the human race 

& People must speak oui againsi oppression so 
that another Holocausi will not happen 
d- fn relations between peoples and countries, 
what counts is power and not morality 
e. It is important 10 stand by what you think is 
right instead of going along with everyone else 


Adults 

Is 

Is not DK/NA 


83 

6 

Jl 

21 

67 

13 

84 

4 

12 

29 

55 

Id 

85 

4 

11 


Students _ 

Is 

Is not DK/NA 


SI 

6 

13 

21 

62 

17 

75 

8 

17 

30 

51 

19 

80 

6 

14 














Table 12b (a) 

“For each of the following, please tell me if you think it is a lesson to be 
learned from the Holocaust or not. (a) Firm steps need to be taken to 
protect the rights of minorities.” (adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Is 

Is not 

DK/NA 

Total 

83 

6 

11 

Sex 

Male 

83 

7 

10 

Female 

82 

6 

12 

Age 

18-29 

84 

6 

10 

30-44 

83 

7 

10 

45-59 

80 

8 

12 

60+ 

82 

5 

13 

Income 

<$15,000 

78 

5 

17 

$15,000-29,999 

81 

9 

11 

$30,000-49,999 

85 

8 

7 

$50,000+ 

91 

4 

5 

Education 

Non-H.S. grad. 

74 

6 

20 

H.S. grad. 

82 

5 

12 

Some coll. 

86 

8 

6 

Coll. grad. 

89 

6 

5 

Race 

White 

83 

7 

10 

Black 

77 

2 

21 

Religion 

Protestant 

81 

6 

13 

Catholic 

86 

5 

8 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

84 

6 

10 

Liberal 

85 

6 

9 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

86 

5 

8 

Republican 

82 

6 

11 


42 





Table 12c (a) 

“For each of the following, please tell me if you think it is a lesson to be 
learned from the Holocaust or not. (a) Firm steps need to be taken to 
protect the rights of minorities,” (students, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Is 

Is not 

DK/NA 

Total 

SI 

6 

13 

Sex 

Male 

83 

8 

10 

Female 

79 

5 

16 

Race 

White 

82 

6 

n 

Black 

76 

2 

22 

Religion 

Protestant 

82 

4 

14 

Calhol ic 

83 

8 

9 

Grade 

Tenth 

81 

6 

13 

Eleventh 

80 

7 

13 

Twelfth 

82 

6 

12 

Socioeconomic status 

Upper 

84 

6 

m 

Middle 

86 

5 

9 

Lower 

71 

8 

21 

Education plans 

Col lege-bou nd 

85 

5 

10 

Non-college-bound 

78 

9 

13 


43 





Table 12b (b) 

“For each of the following, please tell me if you think it is a lesson to be 
learned from the Holocaust or not* (b) There is no hope for the human 
race.” (adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Is 

Is not 

DK/NA 

Total 

21 

67 

13 

Sex 

Male 

20 

68 

12 

Female 

21 

65 

14 

Age 

18-29 

22 

65 

13 

30-44 

17 

71 

12 

45-59 

25 

65 

9 

60+ 

19 

64 

17 

Income 

<$ 15,000 

25 

54 

21 

$15,000-29,999 

16 

71 

13 

$30,000-49,999 

23 

69 

8 

$5(tf.MX)+ 

15 

81 

4 

Education 

Non-H.S. grad. 

19 

59 

22 

H.S- grad. 

23 

64 

13 

Some coll. 

20 

71 

9 

Coll, grad. 

19 

75 

7 

Race 

While 

19 

70 

11 

Black 

30 

46 

24 

Religion 

Protestant 

21 

66 

13 

Catholic 

24 

66 

10 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

20 

6 S 

12 

Liberal 

22 

72 

7 

Political jfl!Nation 

Democrat 

20 

69 

11 

Republican 

23 

68 

9 


44 





Table 12c (b) 

“For each of the following, please tell me if you think it is a lesson to be 
learned from the Holocaust or not (b) There is no hope for the human 
race*” (students, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Is 

Is not 

DK/NA 

Tom!. 

21 

62 

17 

Sex 

Male 

19 

67 

13 

Female 

23 

56 

21 

Race 

White 

20 

65 

15 

Black 

25 

45 

30 

Religion 

Protestant 

20 

63 

17 

Catholic 

25 

60 

J5 

Grade 

Tenth 

23 

59 

18 

Eleventh 

22 

60 

18 

Twelfth 

18 

66 

16 

Socioeconomic status 

Upper 

20 

68 

11 

Middle 

21 

66 

14 

Lower 

20 

51 

29 

Education plans 

Col lege-bound 

21 

64 

15 

N o n - col 1 ege- bou nd 

24 

59 

17 


45 





Table 12b (c) 

‘Tor each of the following, please tell me if you think it is a lesson to be 
learned from the Holocaust or not. (c) People must speak out against 
oppression so that another Holocaust will not happen/ 4 (adults, 
in percents) 


Subgroup 

Is 

Is not 

DK/NA 

Total 

84 

4 

12 

Sex 

Male 

84 

5 

11 

Female 

84 

3 

13 

Age 

18-29 

84 

5 

11 

30-44 

84 

4 

12 

45-59 

85 

3 

12 

60+ 

85 

3 

12 

Income 

<$I5 t (XX) 

78 

2 

19 

$15,000-29,999 

85 

3 

12 

$30,000-49,999 

86 

4 

9 

$50,000+ 

93 

4 

3 

Education 

Non-H.S. grad. 

73 

4 

23 

RS. grad. 

84 

5 

11 

Some coll. 

90 

2 

8 

Coll, grad. 

89 

4 

7 

Race 

White 

86 

3 

10 

Black 

70 

5 

26 

Rel igion 

Protestant 

84 

3 

13 

Catholic 

85 

7 

9 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

87 

4 

10 

Liberal 

91 

1 

8 

Political affiliation 

De mocrat 

87 

3 

10 

Republ ican 

86 

4 

10 


46 





Table 12c (c) 

“For each of the following, please tell me if you think it is a lesson to be 
learned from the Holocaust or not. (c) People must speak out against 
oppression so that another Holocaust will not happen ” (students, 
in percents) 


Subgroup 

Is 

Is nut 

DK/NA 

Total 

75 

S 

17 

Sex 

Male 

76 

10 

14 

Female 

73 

7 

20 

Race 

While 

73 

8 

14 

Black 

63 

8 

29 

Religion 

Protestant 

76 

6 

IS 

Catholic 

74 

13 

14 

Grade 

Tenih 

75 

6 

19 

Eleven ih 

74 

10 

15 

Twelfth 

75 

9 

16 

Socioeconomic status 

Upper 

79 

9 

12 

Middle 

79 

3 

13 

Lower 

64 

9 

27 

Education plans 

College-bound 

79 

7 

14 

Non-co liege-bound 

69 

12 

19 


47 





Table 12b (d) 

“For each of the following, please tell me if you think it is a lesson to be 
learned from the Holocaust or not (d) In relations between peoples 
and countries* what counts is power and not morality/’ (adults, 


in percents) 


Subgroup 

Is 

Is noi 

DK/NA 

Total 

29 

55 

J6 

Sex 

Male 

28 

56 

16 

Female 

30 

54 

16 

Age 

18-29 

29 

55 

17 

30-44 

27 

58 

15 

45-59 

35 

48 

17 

60+ 

25 

57 

17 

Income 

<$15,000 

30 

48 

23 

$15,000-29,999 

33 

50 

17 

$30,000-49,999 

25 

62 

13 

$50,000+ 

28 

65 

7 

Ethical ion 

Non-H,S, grad. 

33 

40 

27 

H,S, grad. 

32 

52 

16 

Some coll. 

27 

61 

12 

Coll, grad. 

19 

70 

11 

Race 

While 

26 

60 

14 

Black 

45 

28 

27 

Religion 

Protestant 

30 

53 

17 

Catholic 

27 

59 

14 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

27 

59 

14 

Liberal 

26 

61 

13 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

31 

54 

14 

Republican 

29 

59 

12 


48 





TabJe 12c <d) 

“For each of the following, please tell me if you think it is a lesson to be 
learned from the Holocaust or not. (d) In relations between peoples 
and countries, what counts is power and not morality.” (students, 
in percents) 


Subgroup 

Is 

Is not 

DK/NA 

Total 

30 

51 

19 

Sex 

Male 

29 

52 

19 

Female 

30 

50 

20 

Race 

White 

29 

55 

16 

Black 

35 

32 

33 

Religion 

Proiestant 

24 

56 

20 

Catholic 

38 

44 

IS 

Grade 

Tenth 

31 

51 

IS 

Eleventh 

32 

47 

21 

Twelfth 

26 

55 

19 

Socioeconomic status 

Upper 

25 

63 

12 

Middle 

33 

50 

16 

Lower 

29 

40 

32 

Education plans 

College-bound 

29 

54 

17 

Non -co 1 lege - bou nd 

31 

47 

22 


49 





Table 12b (e) 

“For each of the following, please tell me if you think it is a lesson to be 
learned from the Holocaust or not, (e) It is important to stand by what 
you think is right instead of going along with everyone else,” (adults, 
in percents) 


Subgroup 

Is 

Is not 

DK/NA 

Total 

85 

4 

1J 

Sex 

Male 

86 

4 

10 

Female 

84 

5 

11 

Age 

IK-29 

84 

5 

11 

30-44 

87 

4 

8 

45-59 

82 

6 

12 

60+ 

86 

2 

12 

Income 

<$15,000 

80 

2 

IS 

$15,000-29,999 

86 

4 

10 

$30,000-49.999 

87 

6 

7 

$50,000+ 

95 

1 

4 

Education 

Nt>n-H r S. grad. 

75 

5 

20 

H.S. grad. 

87 

4 

9 

Some coll. 

86 

5 

9 

Coll, grad. 

92 

2 

6 

Race 

While 

87 

4 

9 

Black 

75 

2 

22 

Religion 

Protestant 

86 

3 

1 1 

Catholic 

84 

8 

8 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

88 

3 

9 

Liberal 

89 

3 

8 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

88 

3 

9 

Republ ican 

88 

4 

8 


50 





Table 12c (e) 

“For each of the following, please tell me if you think it is a lesson to be 
learned from the Holocaust or not. (e) It is important to stand by what 
you think is right instead of going along with everyone else*” (students, 
in percents) 


Subgroup 

Is 

Is not 

DK7NA 

Total 

80 

6 

14 

Sex 

Male 

SI 

8 

11 

Female 

79 

4 

17 

Race 

White 

82 

6 

12 

Black 

69 

4 

28 

Religion 

Protestant 

81 

3 

16 

Cathol ic 

80 

10 

10 

Grade 

Tenth 

80 

5 

15 

Eleventh 

7S 

8 

14 

Twelfth 

80 

6 

14 

Socioeconomic status 

Upper 

86 

5 

9 

Middle 

S2 

6 

II 

Lower 

69 

S 

23 

Education plans 

Co liege-bound 

84 

5 

11 

Non -col Jege-bou nd 

76 

8 

15 


51 







Table 13a 

“In your view, how likely is it that the Jewish people could be subject 
to another Holocaust somewhere in the world in coming years — very 
likely, somewhat likely, or not very likely?” (in percents) 


Response 

Adults 

Students 

Very likely 

13 

7 

Somewhai likely 

28 

22 

Not very likely 

43 

51 

DK/NA 

17 

21 


52 







Table 13b 

“In your view, how likely is it that the Jewish people could be subject 
to another Holocaust somewhere in the world in coming years — very 


likely, somewhat likely, or not very likely?” (adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Very 

likely 

Somewhat 

likely 

Not very 
likely 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

J3 

28 

43 

17 

Sex 

Male 

12 

27 

47 

14 

Female 

13 

28 

40 

19 

Age 

18-29 

12 

28 

43 

17 

10-44 

12 

26 

49 

14 

45-59 

15 

26 

43 

17 

60+ 

13 

31 

36 

20 

1 ncome 

<$15,000 

12 

28 

37 

23 

$ 15,000-29,999 

12 

32 

37 

19 

$10,000-49,999 

14 

25 

51 

10 

$50,000+ 

10 

27 

53 

10 

Education 

Non-H,S. grad. 

10 

27 

31 

32 

H r S, grad. 

11 

29 

46 

15 

Some coll. 

14 

27 

47 

12 

ColL grad. 

IS 

27 

45 

9 

Race 

White 

13 

29 

44 

14 

Black 

10 

18 

39 

33 

Religion 

Protestant 

13 

27 

42 

18 

Catholic 

10 

32 

45 

13 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

15 

28 

42 

15 

Liberal 

15 

31 

43 

11 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

12 

26 

47 

16 

Republ ican 

15 

32 

39 

14 


53 





Table 13c 

‘In your view, how likely is it that the Jewish people could be subject 
to another Holocaust somewhere in the world in coming years — very 
likely* somewhat likely* or not very' likely?'* (students* in percents) 


Subgroup 

Very 

likely 

Somewhat 

likely 

Not very 
likely 

DKJ 

NA 

Total 

7 

22 

51 

21 

Sex 

Male 

6 

20 

52 

21 

Female 

S 

24 

49 

20 

Race 

White 

7 

25 

50 

18 

Black 

7 

10 

48 

35 

Religion 

Protesiant 

6 

22 

49 

23 

Catholic 

7 

22 

52 

18 

Grade 

Tenth 

8 

19 

49 

23 

Eleventh 

7 

21 

52 

20 

Twelfth 

6 

24 

51 

19 

Socioeconomic siaius 

Upper 

6 

26 

45 

23 

Middle 

9 

20 

55 

15 

Lower 

5 

20 

46 

29 

Education plans 

Col lege-bound 

7 

21 

53 

IS 

Non -co 11 ege-bou nd 

6 

26 

46 

22 


Table 14a 

“Some people claim that the Nazi extermination of the Jews never 
happened. Have you ever heard this claim* or not? 1 ’ (in percents) 


Response 

Adults 

Students 

Heard this claim 

38 

21 

Have not heard Ihis claim 

54 

66 

DK/NA 

8 

13 


54 








Table 14b 

“Some people claim that the Nazi extermination of the Jews never 
happened. Have you ever heard this claim, or not?” (adults, in 
percents) 


Subgroup 

Heard this 
claim 

Have not heard 
this claim 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

38 

54 

8 

Sex 

Male 

41 

52 

7 

Female 

34 

57 

9 

Age 

[8-29 

27 

63 

10 

30-44 

41 

54 

5 

45-59 

44 

46 

11 

60+ 

39 

54 

7 

Income 

<$15,000 

25 

62 

13 

$ [5,000-29,999 

37 

56 

7 

*30,000-49.999 

43 

50 

7 

*50.000+ 

55 

42 

3 

Education 

Non-H.S. grad. 

22 

64 

14 

H.S. grad 

35 

57 

9 

Some coll. 

41 

55 

4 

CoJL grad. 

58 

39 

3 

Race 

White 

42 

52 

6 

Black 

14 

63 

23 

Religion 

Protestant 

36 

56 

9 

Catholic 

33 

58 

9 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

38 

55 

7 

Liberal 

49 

45 

5 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

35 

58 

7 

Republican 

42 

51 

6 


55 





Table 14c 

“Some people claim that the Nazi extermination of the Jews never 
happened* Have you ever heard this claim, or not?” (students, in 
percents) 


Subgroup 

Heard this 
claim 

Have not heard 
this claim 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

21 

66 

13 

Sex 

Male 

21 

67 

11 

Female 

20 

65 

15 

Race 

White 

23 

64 

12 

Black 

13 

65 

22 

Religion 

Protestant 

18 

69 

L3 

Cathol ic 

23 

65 

13 

Grade 

Tenth 

22 

62 

16 

Eleventh 

19 

67 

14 

Twelfth 

21 

70 

10 

Socioeconomic status 

Upper 

28 

55 

17 

Middle 

19 

72 

9 

Lower 

16 

65 

19 

Education plans 

College-bound 

22 

67 

1 1 

Non -col 1 ege -bou nd 

19 

69 

12 


Table 15a 

“Where did you hear this?” (MULTIPLE ANSWERS ALLOWED) (in 
percents of respondents answering *1ieard this claim” to question 14) 


Response 

Adults 

Students 

Books 

14 

14 

Television 

59 

42 

The movies 

5 

8 

Newspaper and magazine articles 

37 

14 

School 

4 

32 

C h urches/sy n agog ues 

2 

3 

People 1 know 

14 

14 

From neo-Nazi groups 

12 

10 

Other (SPECIFY) 

4 

1 

DK/NA 

5 

5 


56 








Table 15b 


“Where did you hear this?” (in percents of adults answering “heard this claim” to question 14) 


Subgroup 


Books 


Tele¬ 

vision 


Movies 


Newspaper 
and magazine 
articles 


School 


Churches/ 

synagogues 


People 
I know 


Neo-Nazi 

groups 


Other 


DK/ 

NA 


Total 


14 


59 


37 


14 


12 


Sex 


Male 

16 

Female 

12 

Age 

18-29 

14 

30-44 

19 

45-59 

17 

60f 

4 

Income 

<$15,000 

4 

$15,000-29,999 

18 

$30,000-49.999 

17 

$50,000t 

11 

Education 

Non-H.S. grad. 

13 

H.S.grad. 

9 

Some coll. 

23 

Coll, grad. 

14 

Race 

White 

15 

Black 

6 

Religion 

Protestant 

10 

Cathol ic 

17 

Political ideology 

Conservati ve 

14 

Liberal 

19 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

12 

Republican 

17 


59 

7 

44 

58 

4 

30 

56 

10 

32 

64 

7 

36 

63 

0 

32 

48 

4 

49 

66 

6 

36 

62 

7 

41 

58 

8 

39 

57 

1 

36 

73 

9 

36 

55 

6 

32 

61 

6 

41 

55 

3 

41 

59 

5 

38 

74 

8 

25 

62 

4 

37 

56 

6 

27 

56 

6 

37 

60 

4 

42 

63 

4 

37 

56 

7 

37 


6 2 13 

2 2 15 

12 2 20 

4 1 11 

0 3 13 

1 3 13 

3 0 13 

6 4 16 

7 2 16 

0 0 13 

0 0 6 

6 2 )7 

5 2 12 

2 I IS 

4 2 15 

4 0 4 

3 I || 

4 2 17 

3 2 13 

6 1 18 

4 0 8 

3 2 18 


15 3 4 

10 6 6 

16 6 5 

14 4 5 

10 5 2 

9 3 7 

5 5 3 

13 3 5 

10 3 7 

11 4 2 

7 4 6 

15 4 6 

9 4 5 

15 5 2 

II 4 4 

25 13 9 

II 4 6 

9 2 3 

10 5 3 

19 4 5 

13 3 6 

13 6 0 







Table 15c 


“Where did you hear this?” (in percents of students answering “heard this claim” to question 14) 


Subgroup 

Books 

Tele¬ 

vision 

Movies 

Newspaper 
and magazine 
articles 

School 

Churches/ 

synagogues 

People 

1 know 

Neo-Nazi 

groups 

Other 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

14 

42 

8 

14 

32 

3 

14 

10 

1 

5 

Sex 

Male 

17 

48 

6 

9 

33 

2 

9 

9 

0 

7 

Female 

10 

36 

11 

19 

31 

4 

20 

II 

2 

2 

Race 

White 

14 

41 

9 

13 

33 

4 

13 

M 

1 

4 

Black 

17 

61 

0 

16 

34 

0 

16 

7 

0 

10 

Religion 

Protestant 

14 

34 

8 

5 

47 

0 

15 

10 

3 

7 

Catholic 

17 

54 

II 

17 

14 

3 

16 

8 

0 

2 

Grade 

Tenth 

15 

34 

5 

2 

33 

3 

21 

5 

0 

13 

Eleventh 

20 

50 

13 

33 

34 

3 

10 

14 

0 

0 

Twelfth 

6 

45 

7 

9 

28 

3 

12 

12 

3 

0 

Socioeconomic Status 

Upper 

20 

35 

9 

13 

39 

3 

11 

6 

0 

3 

Middle 

14 

48 

5 

12 

23 

5 

17 

9 

0 

6 

Lower 

5 

48 

10 

22 

28 

0 

14 

20 

5 

5 

Education plans 

Col lege-hound 

12 

37 

0 

12 

33 

5 

16 

10 

2 

5 

Non-college-hound 

22 

59 

35 

25 

29 

0 

16 

4 

0 

0 





Table 16a 

“Does it seem possible or does it seem impossible to you that the Nazi 
extermination of the Jews never happened?” (in percents) 


Response 


Adults 

Students 

It seems possible 


22 

20 

It seems impossible 


65 

63 

DK/NA 


12 

17 

Table 16b 

“Does it seem possible or does it seem impossible to you that the Nazi 

extermination of the Jews never happened? 4 

” (adults, in percents) 


II seems 

ll seems 

DK/ 

Subgroup 

possible 

impossible 

NA 

Total 

22 

65 

12 

Sex 

Male 

23 

65 

12 

Female 

21 

66 

13 

Age 

18-29 

24 

59 

17 

30-44 

21 

70 

10 

45-59 

24 

66 

11 

60+ 

21 

66 

13 

Income 

<$15,000 

24 

52 

24 

$15,000-29,999 

20 

67 

13 

$30,000-49,999 

25 

67 

7 

$50,000+ 

15 

&0 

5 

Education 

Non-H.S. grad. 

20 

53 

27 

H.S. grad. 

23 

65 

12 

Some coll. 

24 

69 

7 

Coll, grad. 

21 

75 

4 

Race 

White 

22 

6& 

10 

Black 

22 

46 

32 

Religion 

Protestant 

22 

65 

13 

Cathol ic 

25 

66 

9 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

23 

67 

9 

Liberal 

20 

73 

7 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

22 

67 

11 

Republ ican 

23 

69 

8 


59 








Table 16c 


“Does it seem possible or does it seem impossible to yon that the Nazi 
extermination of the Jews never happened?” (students, in percents) 


Subgroup 

It seems 
possible 

It seems 
impossible 

UK/ 

NA 

Total 

20 

63 

17 

Sex 

Male 

20 

63 

17 

Female 

19 

63 

IS 

Race 

White 

IS 

66 

15 

Black 

IS 

52 

30 

Religion 

Protestant 

IS 

62 

20 

Cathol ic 

20 

65 

L6 

Grade 

Tenth 

21 

60 

19 

Eleventh 

19 

62 

19 

Twelfth 

18 

68 

14 

Socioeconomic stylus 

Upper 

20 

64 

16 

Middle 

21 

64 

15 

Lower 

16 

61 

23 

Education plans 

College-bound 

20 

66 

14 

Non-col lege-bound 

19 

61 

20 


Table 17a 

“Are there any situations similar in nature to the Holocaust going on in 


the world today?” (in percents) 

Response 

Adults 

Students 

Yes 

47 

27 

No 

26 

37 

DK/NA 

27 

36 


60 








Table 17b 

“Are there any situations similar in nature to the Holocaust going on in 
the world today?” (adults, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Yes 

No 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

47 

26 

27 

Sex 

Male 

50 

26 

24 

Female 

45 

26 

29 

Age 

18-29 

47 

29 

24 

30-44 

48 

27 

25 

45-59 

46 

23 

30 

60+ 

47 

23 

29 

Income 

<$ 1 5,(XH) 

38 

27 

35 

$15,000-29,999 

50 

23 

27 

$30,000-49,999 

47 

29 

24 

$50,000+ 

59 

26 

14 

Education 

Non-H r S, grad. 

29 

24 

46 

H,S, grad. 

40 

29 

30 

Some coll 

55 

28 

17 

Coll, grad. 

72 

19 

10 

Race 

White 

50 

26 

24 

Black 

30 

24 

45 

Religion 

Protestant 

46 

25 

29 

Catholic 

45 

31 

24 

Political ideology 

Conservative 

50 

28 

22 

Liberal 

63 

15 

22 

Political affiliation 

Democrat 

48 

25 

27 

Republican 

54 

25 

21 


61 






Table 17c 

**Are there any situations similar in nature to the Holocaust going on in 
the world today?” (students, in percents) 


Subgroup 

Yes 

No 

DK/ 

NA 

Total 

27 

37 

36 

Sex 

Male 

26 

39 

35 

Female 

28 

35 

37 

Race 

While 

29 

35 

36 

Black 

18 

34 

48 

Religion 

Protestant 

25 

35 

40 

Catholic 

22 

46 

32 

Grade 

Tenth 

25 

39 

35 

Eleventh 

28 

36 

36 

Twelfth 

28 

36 

36 

Socioeconomic status 

Upper 

33 

35 

32 

Middle 

26 

40 

34 

Lower 

23 

34 

43 

Education plans 

Co liege-bound 

31 

37 

32 

Non-col lege-bound 

21 

40 

39 


62 
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